
How to Finagle a Fabergé Egg 

 

 

First, approach the guard and ask, but don’t beg. 

Just tell him you want the Fabergé egg. 

You and I both know he’ll flatly refuse. 

That’s when you put your haggling skills to use. 

 

Remind him, “This egg was made for the Czar.” 

With this fact, at least, you’re both still on par. 

“If he were alive, he’d gift it to me.” 

That this claim is false, know both you and he. 

 

“Sadly he’s gone,” you hasten to impress, 

“As is now, too, his beloved empress.” 

As the guard hangs his head so wistfully, 

Shift gears—appeal now to his wishful mien. 

 

Invite him, “Look closer, and you may find 

The Czar and I share a common bloodline.” 

If he fails to believe you, act surprised, 

Then promptly latch on to his noble pride. 

 

“Who, more than I, can see the true beauty 

Of the workmanship, the intricacy? 

This egg deserves the utmost cherishing; 

Any less dooms to slowly perishing.” 

 

  



Now the guard will curse; shake his head and fists, 

“I’ve never seen such arrogance as this. 

The egg is an object; it does not care 

Who from the public stops to look and stare.” 

 

Since he insists upon the greater good, 

Tap into his concern for personhood. 

Tell him, “I can let even more people see it. 

I’ll take photos and post and retweet it. 

 

Then we can sell it on the black market. 

I’ll do the talking; we’ll split the profit.” 

Most likely he’ll get in a raging fit, 

But some part of him’s thinking about it. 

 

Take advantage of the moment’s tension 

To revoke your just-stated intention. 

“On second thought, I don’t really want it. 

There are compromising scratches on it.” 

 

When the guard jumps to take a closer look, 

Keep talking while you’ve got him on the hook. 

Say, “I can restore it with the right tools. 

You can trust me—I’m an expert in jewels!” 

 

Before he stares at you in disbelief, 

Convinced you’re a conniving jewel thief, 

Place a shiny object before his eyes 

And move it rhythmically to hypnotize. 



 

As soon as you can see he’s in a trance, 

Use a calm, low voice to give him commands. 

When he’s unlocking the glass display case, 

Try not to show too much glee on your face. 

 

I hope you’ve worked out the rest of the plan. 

Remember your manners and thank the man: 

You’ve got the Fabergé egg in your hand. 

Now get out of there as fast as you can. 
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